
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME
Alvin and Lil Stoltzfus brought a group of 
young folk to help us complete much 
needed work around the museum. On a 
warm May evening, the young men dug a 
trench around the back and side of the 
building to prevent retention of moisture, 
and the ladies worked on cleaning farm 
implements in the garage building. Lil 
provided supper for the group, and it was 
an enjoyable evening of work and 
fellowship.

Volunteers are needed to help us around 
the museum, both inside and outside! If 
you are willing to donate an hour or two 
to help out, please give us a call.

Bill Quattlebaum shows the Italian Carcano Carbine, 
thought to be the same type used to assassinate 
President Kennedy.

FIREARMS COLLECTION 
This collection of antique rifles is unique 
to the Blackville Museum.  Included is the 
rare Italian Carcano Carbine, shown in 
the photo above. Also in the collection 
are: a Winchester rifle donated by  Francis 
Nevils Family (dug up near the Nevils’ 
garage); a German Mauser 98, obtained 
in Germany  by Burris McAlister (WWII); a 
vintage “squirrel rifle” used by the Randall 
Kelly family; a Springfield Model 1884, 
used by the US Army ca. 1865-1893;  a 
Japanese WWII r ifle f rom W. H. 
McCormack, Jr. 

The museum continues to be open on 
Tuesdays from 2:00 until 4:00 pm.  If you 
would like to view the museum, but cannot 
make it during those hours, please feel free to 
request a more convenient day and time.  Call 
(803) 284-3267,  284-2525 0r 300-1578. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE BLACKVILLE AREA       
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ISSUE FOUR                    JUNE, 2017



MAIL CARRIER’S BICYCLE

     

The above bicycle is the last one used by 
Ronald Johnson to deliver mail in the 
Town of Blackville. The mail bag sat in 
the wire basket with easy access for 
quick delivery. Ronald’s collie dog, Rusty, 
was usually seen trotting along beside 
the bicycle. Rusty’s favorite stop of the 
day was Epps’ Pharmacy, where Ronald 
would often buy an ice cream cone, take 
a bite, and give the rest to his faithful 
companion. He also carried a bag of hard 
candies to share with children along his 
route.  Mr. Johnson was a ham radio 
operator, and the license plate on the 
bicycle shows his radio call letters. He 
was known to talk to Santa Claus on his 
radio at Christmastime,

We are seeking new members for 
the Blackville Area Historical 

Society! If you are interested in 
preserving the history of our area, 
please join us. Call 803 284-2525 

for more information!

Believed to be taken in the early 1900’s, this photo of a 
boy driving a goat cart was found on the internet, and 
shows how these little carts were used. 

GOAT CART ON DISPLAY AT MUSEUM
The museum’s goat cart harkens back to 
simpler days, when children could be 
entertained for hours by this little wagon. 
Imagine the fun had by youngsters lucky 
enough to have one of these and the 
goats to pull it!
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